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SECRET TEL AVIV 6397 

EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PBOR, IS, EG, US, XF 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS - EGYPTIAN COUNTER-PROPOSAL 

REF: TEL AVIV 6269 


1 . WHEN I SAW BEGIN TO DELIVER THE PRESIDENT S LETTER 
ON THE ARMS SALE DECISION LATE IN THE AFTERNOON 
MAY 17, WE GOT BRIEFLY ON TO THE SUBJECT OF 
THE STATE OF PLAY WITH RESPECT TO EGYPTIAN 
COUNTER-PROPOSALS. IT SOON BECAME APPARENT THAT 
THE MESSAGE I HAD ASKED EVRON TO RELAY TO BEGIN 
(REFTEL) HAD BECOME GARBLED IN TRANSMISSION OR 
ELSE BEGIN S COMPREHENSION OF IT WAS SHAKY. HE HAD 
CONCLUDED THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAD TOLD US THAT THERE 
WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE ANY COUNTER-PROPOSAL FORTH- 
COMING, CONTRARY TO WHAT SECRETARY VANCE HAD 
ASSURED HIM IN WASHINGTON. (TODAY S ISRAELI PRESS 
HAS SEVERAL STORIES REFLECTING THIS MISUNDERSTANDING 
WHICH WERE CLEARLY BASED ON BRIEFINGS FOR THE 
CORRESPONDENTS . ) 

2. 1 SAID THAT THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT THE MESSAGE 
I HAD BEEN GIVEN TO CONVEY. I HAD MERELY WANTED 
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BEGIN TO KNOW THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAD DECIDED TO 
REFLECT FURTHER ON THEIR DRAFT BEFORE GIVING TO 
US AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT EXPECT TO RECEIVE 
IT IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. I TOLD HIM THAT IT WAS 
NOT CORRECT TO ASSUME AT ALL THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAD 
NOW DECIDED NOT TO PUT FORWARD A COUNTER-PROPOSAL. 
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3. BEGIN WAS CLEARLY BOTH SURPRISED AND VERY PLEASED 
AT THIS CLARIFICATION. HE HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN MUCH 
DEPRESSED AT THE THOUGHT THAT NO COUNTER- 
PROPOSAL AT ALL WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. 

4. 1 REMAIN CONVINCED, HOWEVER. THAT IT IS FAR BETTER NOT TO 
HAVE ONE ON THE TABLE HERE BEFORE THIS SUNDAY'S 
CABINET MEETING, WHICH PROMISES TO BE STORMY 
IN ANY EVENT. 

LEWIS 
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